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Note to the reader: 

Connect Albania is extending its activity by promoting the project 
among Albanian Diaspora communities and potential entrepreneurs 
in Italy. The list of Interested Development Agents has increased. 
The full list can be found at:
https://www.adbc.al/en/public-register-of-interested-development
-agents/. In this number of the newsletter, we will introduce to you 
Ms. Raimond Popaj, the last who joined the team!

Raimonda Popaj an example of contributing in helping Albanian 
Diaspora

Mrs. Popaj was born in Vlora, Albania. She studied in Tirana, Ismail 
Qemali high school and then successfully finished and graduated in 
Natural Sciences faculty in 1991 for genetics biology. Following her 
graduation she taught at Agricultural University of Tirana for 2 
years. In 1994 she moved with family in Slovenia where she worked 
mediator at UNHCR mainly dealing with Kosovo war refugees during 
1998-2001. In 2001 she was graduated as Professional Biologist by 
Biomedicine Faculty of Lubjana University. Then she moved to 
Trieste, Italy and since then she works and live there. 
During her professional experience she did several qualifications 
and trainings and she get professional certificates such as “Chef of 
Italian cuisine” and what would be more useful in her future carrier, 
“Intra-lingual and –cultural communications and mediation” 
(Comlint certificate) with Albanian, Slovenian and French language. 
Since 2014 she serves as interpreter at Trieste’s Local Commission 
for international protection as mediator at kindergartens and 
elementary schools with Albanian children at Friuli Venezia Giulia 
region. Her full time occupation is as interpreter at health sector of 
Trieste and Gorizia 
In addition to her professional life, she has been actively involved 
with activities in support of Albanian Diaspora members. She 
contributed a lot with efforts to open an Albanian language school 
for the children of Albanian Diaspora in Slovenia and helped other 
Albanian children in after school studies. She has been very 
involved in helping young talented Albanian artists to promote them 
in different countries in Europe and especially in Italy. Being part of 
artistic networks and organizations in Trieste, she has regularly 
been part of activities which includes the promotion of Albanian 
literature, ethnology, culinary and tourism. Now that she is part of 
Connect Albania she is more engaged in promotion of Albania as a 
destination for investment. 

“Albania has a huge historical, archeological and literature heritage. 
That’s the good basis to start and continue promotion of our country 
for creating an attractive place for foreign investments from the 
country where Albanian Diaspora is located”.

Connect Albania mechanism is a crucial part of the program 
“Engage the Albanian Diaspora to the Social and Economic 
Development of Albania”. It will contribute to increase investments 
in Albania. The program is implemented by the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) Office in Albania – the UN 
Migration Agency, with funding from the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, in close coordination with the 
Albanian State Minister for Diaspora, Ministry for Europe and 
Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance and Economy as well as the 
Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS).


